FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Rolf Harris’s Old Classroom Given A New Lease Of Life

Rolf Harris’s childhood classroom, ‘Room 11’, will be re-opened as a Library on the 6th May 2010 at Casa Mia Montessori Community School in Bassendean. The building was generously donated by Bassendean Primary School in conjunction with the WA Department of Education. 
Rolf Harris remembers his time there fondly “I spent a year in that room when Miss MacDonald taught us, probably in 1939. Then we were taught by a Mr Jackson, also in that room. I think that was earlier, in ’38. Then, when the war broke out and we’d gone on to high School in Midland Junction, they needed the high school building for something to do with the army, so we were sent back to the old school and shared it with the primary school kids.They were taught in the morning and we had the afternoons. We were housed in that very room you mention. Thanks for the memory.” 
A grass-roots effort from members of the Bassendean Primary School and other interested locals saved Room 11 from demolition when they found a willing partner in Casa Mia Montessori School, who coincidentally had received $75,000 of Building The Education Revolution funding from the federal government for a library facility. An agreement was made to relocate and restore the classroom between the Department of Education, the Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia (AISWA), the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR), Bassendean Primary School and Casa Mia Montessori School. Local timber buildings expert and ex-Casa Mia parent, Moss Johnston, project managed the relocation and restoration of the historic classroom. This project was made possible through the generous support of the Town of Bassendean and the goodwill provided by the Principals of both schools, their Boards and P&C Committees.

‘Room 11’ was relocated to Casa Mia Montessori School and restored using salvage materials from Room 10, which due to it’s condition was not able to be saved. 
Parent and Casa Mia Grants Coordinator, Shane Mazandarani said, ”the quote to transport and restore the building was competitive with the quotes to supply a new steel transportable library. AISWA liaised with DEEWR on our behalf to arrange a variation to the BER grant application to allow the heritage restoration quote to be accepted”.
Plaques donated by Councillor Don Yates and The Australian Government will be unveiled by The Town Of Bassendean’s Mayor, John Gangell, at the library opening ceremony on the 6th of May.
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